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The ASCILITE 2021 Conference is ASCILITE’s 38th International Conference on Innovation, 
Practice and Research in the use of Educational Technologies in Tertiary Education, hosted by 
the University of New England, Armidale, physical and virtual due to COVID-19 border 
restrictions, on 29 November to 1 December 2020.  

Armidale is a city in the Northern Tablelands of NSW, Australia, with a population of around 
25,000. It is approximately halfway between Sydney and Brisbane at the junction of the inland 
New England Highway and Waterfall Way to the coast. Armidale traditional owners 
are Anaiwan people with any Gumbaynggirr people settled in Armidale since colonisation. 

Life in Armidale is peaceful, enjoyable and affordable. Set in the heart of the New England 
Tableland region of NSW, our primary campus is close to some of Australia’s most 
stunning national parks with spectacular waterfalls and wildlife habitats. Physical attendees 
at ASCILITE 2021 will get to experience Armidale first hand. 

Sponsors: Edalex, Pedestal3D, Blackboard, Echo360, FeedbackFruits, IntelliBoard, 
Cyberlearning, AccountingPod, Open Universities, D2L 

 

Keynote Speaker: Professor Sarah Pearson 

  
ASCILITE 2021 themes: 

 Learning Design and Learning Analytics   

 Hybrid, Virtual and Place-based Education  

 Back to the Future: Post-COVID Landscapes  

 Academic Integrity  

 Open and Inclusive Practice  
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Keynote Speaker  
 

Professor Sarah Pearson 

Dr Sarah Pearson FTSE, professional Non-
Executive Director and Advisor with extensive 
global executive leadership experience 
spanning FTSE 100 multinationals, 
international C-suite roles in the public and 
private sector, leading brands such as 
McKinsey & Co and Cadbury, Venture Capital 
and startups. 

Sarah is a leader with global experience and 
skills in innovation and innovation based 
economies. Her roles have included Chief 
Scientist and Chief Innovation Officer at the 
Commonwealth Department of Foreign 
Affairs and Trade, Founding CEO of the CBR 
Innovation Network, PVC Innovation at the 
University of Newcastle, CEO of ANU 
Enterprise, management consulting with 
McKinsey & Co in Sydney, tenured Physics 
academic at UNE, and global head of Open 
Innovation at Cadbury plc in Reading UK. Her 
strategic, research, and innovation skills have 
also been applied to board positions spanning government, venture capital, tech companies 
and social impact entities, as well as advisory roles such as previous Foreign Minister Julie’s 
Bishop’s International Reference Group. She holds a PhD in Particle Physics from Oxford, is 
the author on eight international patents, for cancer diagnosis and novel confectionary, and 
is a Fellow of the Australian Academy of Technology and Engineering. 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/sarahpearsoninnovation/ 
https://twitter.com/InnovationSarah 

 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/sarahpearsoninnovation/
https://twitter.com/InnovationSarah
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